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Towards a User-focused Statistical System  

SCAD and Partners Identify the Emirate’s High-priority Needs for 2016 

Statistical Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi recently held a workshop that brought together a 

large number statistical experts and other officials from local government agencies at the 

Fairmont Bab-Al Bahar hotel in  Abu Dhabi. The workshop sought to determine statistics of 

the highest priority in policy- and decision-making (tier-one statistics). 

During the meeting, SCAD also reviewed the main aspects of the future statistical system of 

the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, focusing on the coordination of statistical needs and capacities of 

government agencies in the emirate, the development of expertise and recruitment of 

statistically competent personnel, in addition to the harmonization of standards, 

methodologies and to identify priorities and strategic objectives in order to build a unified and 

advanced statistical system in accordance with the international principles of official statistics 

as set out in  the strategic plan of the Centre 2016 - 2020, which focuses on alignment with 

the needs of Abu Dhabi Plan. 

The workshop explored the  criteria for selecting the tier-one  list of official statistics, which 

are based primarily on the objectives of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi plan, the requirements of 

preparation of emirate’s sectoral plans and the figures/indicators needed to meet federal and 

international obligations. 

The three specialized panels reviewed the list of the tier-one official statistics, and discussed 

the sub-categories therein, i.e. the economic statistics, social and demographic statistics, and 

agricultural and environmental statistics. The participants praised the meeting, emphasizing 

its importance in the developing statistical work and  meeting users’ expectations. 

Furthermore, SCAD briefed its partners on the key new initiatives of relevance to the 

statistical system in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, such as the development of administrative 

records, the implementation of the quality assessment framework, the arrangements being 



 

made for coordination of statistical surveys, the programmes of the Centre’s Statistical 

Training Institute, etc. 

SCAD also reviewed preparations for hosting the International Association for Official 

Statistics Conference in 2016, outlining the event’s  core themes and inviting government 

agencies to prepare any contributions they would like to present at the conference. 

The workshop offered a unique opportunity to build new relations, share information and 

discuss common goals with the producers and users of statistical data in order to achieve 

efficiency and excellence in statistical work in furtherance of Abu Dhabi’s endeavour to build a 

world-class statistical system systems that compares with the developed world in terms of the 

quality of statistics, their relevance, accuracy and timeliness 

 

About Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 

Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) was established in 2008 in accordance with 

Law No. (7), to develop and organize statistical work in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in 

particular and the United Arab Emirates in general. SCAD’s purpose is to produce 

statistical information that is consistent with the Emirate’s orientation towards 

sustainable development and strategic plans under the supervision and with full 

support of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.  

Being the of the official statistical data collection agency in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, 

the centre assumes the functions of preparing the statistical plans and programs that 

serve the emirate’s wider development programs, conducting statistical surveys 

across the emirate. SCAD is also responsible for the collection, classification, 

storage, analysis and dissemination of official statistics and the release of the results 

of social, demographic, economic, environmental and cultural surveys. 

 

 

The activities of the centre will encompass all areas relating to social conditions in 

accordance with relevant international standards and ethics, such as independence, 

professionalism, impartiality, objectivity, confidentiality, cost effectiveness and quality 

of statistics. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information please contact 

Ms. Belkiz Fevzi   

Operator:  +971 2 8100 800 

Ext:  417  

Email: bfsezer@scad.ae 
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